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A DIS. COURSE. 
| 2 —— — Amon eee, pa ROY 
1 
1 Kings Xii. 26, 275 28, 29. ; 
AND FEROBOAM ' SAID IN HIS HEART, NOW SHALL ; 
THE. KINGDOM RETURN TO THE HOUSE OF DAYTD: F 
IF THIS PEOPLE GO UP TO DO SACRIFICE E 
HOUSE OF THE LORD AT FERUSAL EM, THEN SHALL . ©" | 
0 THE HEART OF THE PEOPLE TURN: AGAIN UNTO 
? ' THEIR LORD, EVEN UNTO REHOBOAM KING OF FU= 4 
DAH, AND THEY SHALL KILL MZ, AND GO AGAIN 50 i 
TO REHOBOAM KING OF FUDAHN. WHEREUPON THE | 
KING TOOK COUNSEL, AND MADE TWO CALVES OF Fea : 
. GOLD, AND SAID -UNTO THEM, IT ITS TOO MUCH 425 of 
FOR YOU TO GO UP TO FERUSALEM © BEHOLD THY f 
| GODS,  O ISRAEL, WHICH BROUGHT THER UP OUT Tr 
OF THE LAND. OF EGYPT. AND HE SET THE 208 ET 
IN BETHEL, AND THE OTHER PUT HE 24 DAN. 8 


5 T HE. revolt of the ten tribes forms a remarka- 
ble epoch in the hiſtory of the Jewiſh nation. The 
hiſtory of this revolt may be eaſily recited, and the 
recital may ſerve to introduce us to the ſubject w 8 
mean to diſcuſs from 8 ä 


0 


On the death of "ms (the crown 1 be- 
ay). Rehoboam his ſon ſucceeded. mg the 
- throne. On his acceſſion, the people, who had 
long groaned under an enormous and _inſupporta- 
ble load of taxation and ſervitude, thought F 
ſerting their rights, and of making ſome. vigorous 
| _ efforts to regain their long loſt liberties. In this 
Important enterprize they "employ Jeroboam the 
ſon of Nebat as their leader. Under his conduct 
they approach the throne in a dutiful and reſpect- 
ful manner, complaining of their grievances, and 
1 for redreſs; at the ſame time promiſing all 

oyal ſubmiſſion and obedience. Their complaint 


and petition in the ſacred records run thus: Thy 


father made our yoke grievous, now therefore make 
thou the gr ie vous ſervice of th by ' father, and his heavy 
yoke which be put upon us, lighter, and we will . 
_ ſerve thee: The young prince not'deeming it pri- 
dent, either to grant or to refuſe the prayer of the 
petition at the time, diſmiſſes them with the pro- 
miſe of an anſwer three days after. In the interim 
he adviſes with his privy council. The old mem- 

bers, taught by experience, and knowing the 


25 -teniper of the people, with great political wiſdom 


adviſe him to follow gentle and lenient meaſures, 
- and to flatter rather than threaten, judging this 
the belt and moſt effectual way of ſecuring the loy- 
Alty of che people. They Jpake” unto bim ſaying, 
thou wilt be a ſervant unto this people this day, 
ad wilt ſerve them, and anſwer them, and ſpeak 


$9 words unto them, then they will be thy ſervants 


eber. This advice, however ſalutary, was ra- 


2 ter mortifying to the pride of the new- made mo- 
24 march, whoſe education naturally led him to ſorm 
high ideas of the prerogative} of the crown: he 
ga I Fes it with ——_ as * inconſiſtent = 


N 7 1 


with his royal di gnity, and repreſents the mitrer to 
his young miniſters who had Been educated along 


with him at the effeminate and debauched court of 
Solomon his father, and who were juſt as high- 
blooded and headſtrong fools as himfelf. They 


diftate an anſwer worthy of themſelves, and which 


they ſaw, from the trim he was in, would pleaſe 

the king their maſter. They adviſe him to main- 
tain his royal we with firmneſs, to guard 

*againlt every invaſion o 

fore to ſpeak to theſe diſcontented murmurers in 
the tremendous tone of majeſty, and ſay, My little 


his prerogative, and there- 


Eos Hall be thicker thi my father's loins, and 
"now whereas my father did lade you with à heavy 


yoke, I will add to your yoke, my father hath cbaſtiſed 


yon cih whips, bat I will chaſtiſe you with ſcorpions. 


At the time appointed, the people return for an an- 


fwer to their petition. Rehoboam now fwelled 


x witch ſuch big ideas of his princely greatneſs, with 


alt the heaven and earth-provoking infolence of a 
deſpot, echoes the anſwer put into his mouth by 
his young and headſtrong counſellors. One proof 
out of many, that kings and courtiers are not ſe- 
cure from infatuation; but may be the cauſe of 
their own deſtruction; that by their deſpotic con- 


duct they may urge the people to throw off that 


burden which they will not lighten, and that by 


refuſing a proper reform they may thereby only 


Ys accelerate all the horrors and deſolations 9212 re- 


3 
* 
* 

at 


— 


— 


8 


* What an earthquake i is in the ad work, that is 


a revolution in the political. So in ſcripture the former 
is uſed as the natural emblem of the latter. The figure 
is built upon a ſtrict reſemblance. They operate in a 


-fimilar way, and produce ſimilar effects of tumult and 
deſolation, Every revolution is more or leſs attended for 

2 time with outrage and bloodſhed... In the * of the | 
.- Fl 


EN PIO 1 Ab vecſans rafts; an ijored aud 


a oppreſſed people, Zaled with their yoke, and irri- 


tated by the inſolent anſwer they had received, riſe 
indignant, and publicly refuſe ſubjection to their 
bhbaughty and imperious lord. When all Iſrael, ſays 
the facred- hiſtorian, Jaw that the king hearkened. 
not unto them, the people anſwered the king, ſaying, 
what portion have wwe-in David, neither have we in- 
+ heritance in the ſon of Jeſſe ; io your tents, Olfrael,” 
note ſee to thine own houſe David. So Hrael departed 
unto their tents. —'The revolt was aimoſt univerſals 
no leſs than ten tribes out of twelve riſe in a maſs, 
and withdraw their allegiance from Rehoboam, tho? 
he had come to the throne by regular ſucceſſion.” 
Viet, what a pity! not ſefhciently inſtructed in the 


knowledge of their rights, ignorant of the princi- 


ples of liberty, that firſt and fundamental human 
| bleſſing, they fooliſhly ſubjugate themſelves to . 
roboam the ſon of Nebat; and ſo, they do not at 
all meliorate their condition, but only exchange the 
yoke of one tyrant for chat of another. For the 
| hiſtory of the world evinces, that to make a man 
à tyrant, no more is neceſſary than to put 700 much 


power into his hands. The ſon of Nebat when 


raiſed to the throne acted juſt like rhe moſt of 
crowned heads —cheated his people drained their 
purſes and ſhed their blood. So we read in the 
ſacred hiſtory, That there was war between Reho- 
_  boam and Feroboam all their days. Jeroboam was 

4 W d a man of ren e talents,” that 


TP. 


revolt we Gerd, — FAY one. of the Erſt ee of - 
Kate, periſhed by the hands of an enraged populace, and 


that they would have inflicted awful vengeance on the 


facred perſon of his majeſty, had he not-by good luck. 


got into his e and ſped his "way © rule. a 


* vgs Kit, 18, 
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is, he was well duale te to deceive the people, and 
provide for himſelf. A remarkable inſtance of bis 


political chicanery is that recorded in the verſes we 
have ſelected for the ſubject of this diſcourſe—his in- 
terweaving religion with politics forming an alliance 


between the church and the ſtate, and managing 


thai alliance as a grand political engine: In this, I 


: ſay, he diſplays the acuteneſs of his political genius, 


which has received the honourable ſuffrage of al- 


moſt all his ſceptered brethren in every age, WhO 


: have been ſervile imitators of his example. 


, Jeruſalem being the ſeat of all the le Wor- 


55 ſhip of the God of Hrael; and the common reſidence 


of Re Jewiſh kings, this fy politician. foreſaw, that 
it the people went chither to worſhip, they might 
Toon come to be alienated from him; and from a 
predilection for their religion, be induced to go 


| back to Rehoboam. To provide againſt this dan- 


ger, he falls upon this ingeniousexpedient—toframe - 
a new religious ſervice for his ſubjects. As he ſaw 


he was not able to build a houſe of equal ſplendor 


and magnificence with the temple at Jeruſalem, and 


5 being properly aware of the great proneneſs of the 


people to idolatry; he therefore aboliſhes the old 


religion, difcards the prieſts and Levites, eſtab- 
liſhes a new ritual, inſtitutes a new order of prieſt- 


8 hood; and manages the whole with ſuch il and 
addreſs as not to offend, but to pleaſe the people. 
Their hiſtory ſufficientiy evinces their great fond- 


neſs for the golden calves of Dan and Bethel.— By 


this device he put a bit in the mouths of, his ſub- 


jects, which he could manage in ſuch a manner as 
to enable himſelf to keep the ſaddle. Mild and 
merciful monarch; who for the convenience and- 

good of his people wreaths the chains of ſlavery | 


2 around their necks! Good and pious prince, who. 
„ | BS * 


2 — 


2 —————— eu ER lt 


diſcovered in our text, Feroboam ſaid in his beart, 


; King 
to Rehoboam king of. Fudah. Whereupon the king 
| Took counſel, and made two calues of gold, and - 


2 ho 
ou» fa Boar. Wha. 
* 
: 


1 


is & tenderly Ct for their ſpiritpal e | 
at once the father of his people, and the guardian 
Sk religion! The purityof his motives is ſufficiently 


now ſhall the kingdom return to the hauſe of David: 
J. this people go up to do ſacrifice in the houſe of the 

ord at Jeruſalem, then ſhall the heart of the people 
turn again unto their Lord, even unto Rehoboam, 
f Judah, and they ſpall kill me, and go again 


* unto them, it is too much for you to go up to Feruſa-' 
im: behold thy gods, O Iſrael, which brought thee 
n out of the - of Egypt. It i is as plain as words 


can make it, chat Jeroboam's whole deſign in at- 
tending to religion at all, 2 ule it as an engine 


of ſtate; and if the wiſe man's obſervation be juſt, | 


=: a is water face anſwereth to face, ſo doth he 
Bear of man to man, his conduct will go a good 
. way 10 explain 151 conduct of /ome other princely 
patrons of religion 
do unlock the arcana of church and ſtate. But 
ſome may be ready to cenſure the preacher for want 
of candour. It will be objefted—that the unworthi- 
veſs of Jeroboam's motives will neither proveſuch al- 
liances to be wrong, nor the ſupporters of them to 
be influenced by improper or ſiniſter motives. Iwill 
+ allow the objection its fullforce ; yet I apprehend it 
is not ſo ſtrong but it may be combated: For if it 
can be ſhewu, that church and ſtate are two diſ. 


and will furniſh us with a ker 


tin& ſocieties which cannot be Blended without pre- 


judice both to the civil and the religious intereſts 
of mankind, and, if certain orders of men have a 


peculiar intereſt i their alliance: J ſay, if theſe 


| * things can be demonſtrated'to be true, it will — 9 | 
„ 1.90 the motives of theſe intereſted ſupporters can- 


£745 1 


1 * 

not be very pure or wortby; even ibat charity 
which thinketh no evil cannot help ſuſpecting . 
to be ſomewhat ſimilar to the, motives which ac- 

tuated the. bing of Urael in FOE, the golden 
calves. EA 

We. are to be Genie then i in 175 e with 
examining the Kuidence: of * truth of theſe two 
Nen + ne 2 es th 


AT, Thar ha and "IR are two ding Ge | 
ties which cannot be blended without preju- 
dice both to the civil, and * N | 
0 mapkind., | „ | 


. That certain ardets of men hare a peculiar | 
intereſt i in dheir alliance. 


het nel and ſtate agree in the general . 
Kract idea of ſociety is at once admitted but their 
agreement in any other thing is denied. They agree 
in genus, but not in ſpecies.— Their prominent . 
features of diſcrimination may be traced in the fol- 
- lowing things : their origin—their members—their 
.. government—their ends of erection. 

I. Their origin is different. The one is heaven 
I, the other earthly ; ; this i is human, that is di- 
S | 

Man beipg conſtituted nota ſolizary, but a ſocial | 
bein g, is fitted by the ſocial affections of his nature 
for the ſocial ſtate. A ſtate of ſolitude is equally 
. uncomfortable and unprofitable to man. In regard 
both of -pleaſure and profit, it is not good for him 
to be alone. As his ſocial nature inclines him, ſo 
he wants impel him to enter into ſociety. The in- 
_ tereſt of ſociety immediately creates the neceſſity of 
3 For * ane of N 


1 * 


e ing a certain: territory favourable” to their 
commerce with one another, for their common 
ood, + enter into a civil aſſociation, and as the 


5 oundation. of that aſſociation, form a ſoeial com- 


pact, whereby. they, agree to throw all their ci- 


vil "rights i into one common ſtock ; to reduce their 
notions of equity into laws or ſocial regulations, 

aud to appoint proper officers to execute theſe for 
_the public good,—the great 2p only end of the aſ- 


ſocistion. Fhis. is the origin of civil government 


as founded gn natural, wiſe, and juſt principles. In 


the -focial ſtate government is abſolutely neceſſary. 


Without 3 it the ends of affociation could not be at- 


rained. Vet it is merely a human device, and Why 


_ ſhould it claim any higher original, ſince it is a 


matter to which the wiſdom of man guided by the 
dictates of conſcience | is fully competent? Scripture 
traces it to no higher ſource, ane it eee 
man's ordinance. * 11 8 Vÿf 6 


' * 


* Submit rt to every 5 . man ED the Tarts 


© 8 Ha reg e e Human creation, ordinance or inſti- 5 


© © Go 


: es ns and proper. As the Chriſtians were © rally 2h 
calumniated by their enemies as being ſeditious and level- 
lers, or turners of. the world upſide down, to wipe away this 


reproach, or to put to ſilence the i ignorance of fooliſh men 


who traduced them in this manner; it was the more neceſ 


fary, that they ſhould demonſtrate by their conduct, that 
they were good and peaceable citizens. A contrary con- 
duct, as it was contrary to the ſpirit of their religion, ſo it 
would have been a juſt reproach unto it. Therefore the 
apoſtle exhorts them to ſubmit to every ordinance of man 
for the Lord's ſake. The apoſtles conſidered Chriſtians 


and heathens as on a level as members of civil ſociety: 
and therefore that Chriſtians had no right to claim any 

ſuperiority, to form factions in the ſtate, or to reſiſt that 
we 99 which was acquieſced in by thee fellow-citt- 


* 


13 15 5 „ 
- The: ren 6. che Chriſtian church i is very dif- 
ferent· According to the memorable aer | 
ol its great Founder, the good confeſſion which Je- 
| ſus witneffed before Pontius Pilate, it is a hingdom; 
not of this world. By which we cannot underſtand. 
leſs than this, that it differs in kind from every ſpe- 
cies of civil ſociety. It is alſo frequently ſtyled the 
kingdom of heaven, for this reaſon 1 ſuppoſe a-, 
mong others, becauſe its origin is heavenly. The 
plan of it was laid by infinite wiſdom, and was given 
to be executed by the Meſſiah. God having at 
ſundry times, and in divers manners, ſpoken unto 
- the fathers by the prophets in the laſt days ſpake 
_ unto us by his own Son from heaven, whom he 
hath appointed heir of all things, by whom alſo he. 
made the worlds. By him God ade the Chriſ- 
uan church 5 to che eternal model in his 
own divine mind.—So widely do church and ſtate T4 
differ as to their origin, the one being of divine, . 
I the other of human inſtitution. , WT 
2. Their members are different. Men as men, A 
are members of the one. Men, not as men, but as 
Chriſtians, are the only members of the other. All 
who either explicitly, or tacitly, agree with the 
foundation of the aſſociation, and ſubmit themſelves - 
to it, are members of civil ſociety. But ir is only 
the faithful i in Chriſt Jeſus who are or can be the 
members of bis church. The difference of the two 


Zens. As the converts from Judaiſin ſtill retained, in fave, 
meaſure, their national prejudices, ſuch exhortations to, 
civil ſubjection were peculiarly neceſſary for them. Had. 

theſe things been properly attended unto, the doctrine of 
poaſſive obedience, and non-reſiſtance to tyranny, would 
> ook have never been built on a theſe apoſtolic nen 


* / 


* 


tw) 


Fichtes in this Lelpeet ariſes rem he Afference 
berween men conſidered as men, and men bonſidered 
as Chriſtians. Who will fay that the heathens, co. 
temporary with the pricitive Ehriſtians, were not 
members of civil ſociety ? yet as long as they. conti- 
nud in their ſtare of heatheniſm, they neither were 
nor could be copſidered as members of Chriſtian 
ſociety. The difference of the members clearly 
ages the difference of the ſocieties. 

3. Their government is different. 1 mean not 
| 10 enter into any politieal diſcuſſion of the various 
forms of human government: that is foreign to my 
Preſent purpoſe. I only make this general obſer- 
- yatioh, that the law of nature is the only proper 

rule of governinent. The laws of every well go- 
- yerned fate, are only the modifications of that 
aw which is written on the hearts of all men. They 
Are the applications of nature's general law of right 
die the particular exigencies, and the varying cir- 
-  enmſtances of civil ſociety. Were it otherwiſe go- 


vernment could not be the common priviledge of 


" mankind; no other law than this being univerſal. 
But this is a line which reaches equally unto all, ant 
_ "can be excepted againſt by none. It is adequate to 


- All the purpoſes of. civil government, and when _ 
faithfully followed never fals of proving a faithful 53 


HO 
—Y erh, he government 5 the Chriſtian church is very 
| different. The key is laid on the ſhoulder of Meli. 
fan, who is head over all things to the chufch. 
This bis political body is governed by his peculiar 
_ laws, and poſitive inſtitutions recorded in the ſacred 
volume. T Therefore the church is ſaid to be built 


upon the foundation of the apoſtles and prophets, 


Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner- ſtone. 
1 n ruth, the written word, which contains 
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"a TERA and; WW) of: Christ. is the . "YN 
which. his church 4 is governed: and ſurely that man 
forfeits all tixle to the honqurable name of Chriſtian, 
who on any pretence whatever, would juſtify. the 
leaſt wilful deviation from this rule, and ſubſtitute 
human authority in its place, call i it Popiſh,'Epiſco- 
palian, Preſbyterian, or by any other term of po- 
| litical- or clerical impoſition. The bleſſed ambor 
ol Chriſtianity has taken care to guard againſt ſuch 
an invaſion of his prerogative. and. the rights of his 
diſciples, by eſtabliſhing it as a perpetual law, that 
no one that is called by his name ſhall at any 
time claim a legiſlative authority in his. church. 
Matth. xxiii. 8. Be not ye called Rabbi, for one is 
your rmaſter, even Chriſt, and all- ye are brethren ; 
and call no man your. father upon the earth, for one 
is your : father which is in heaven. N either he ye 
called maſier, fot one is jour maſter, even Chi ist. 
It would indeed be-an igtolerable bondage 10 have 
_ confeience in ſubjection do poor erring mortals but 
it is the high priviledge of Chriſt's ſervants, that 
they acknowledge: no other: Lord but himſelf, and 
bave an unalienable right to ſearch the records of 
his will every one for himfelf, as being amenable 
only to him, the king of Zion and ruler. in Iſrael.— 
Thus the difference of their government ; + a 
us with another convincing argument that the leing- 
dom of Chriſt and the kingdoms of this e are 
ee different. I obſerved, 

4. That the ends of their eren are dif erent. 
The end of civit government is to ſecurethe TR 
6. liberty. the. property, the order, the Peace. 
and temporal proſperity of the community. 
public good, the common intereſt, is the end of the 
| - 0%. and .con! W ought to be he ob- 
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The deſign 


e 4 6 1 


1 of chat government which 3 is inficured in order | 


to the attaining that end. 


Though Chriſtianiiy does by n. no means 3 
| yet it does not purſue the ends of civil - ph 


The end it purſues is far higher, the glory or pro- 


clamation of the honours of the bleſſed God in the 


ſalvation of men; in redeeming, 1 in calling, in juſtt- 


Fying,-in ſanctifying, and in training them up in a 


meetneſs for a glorious. and bleſſed immortality. 


tinated to the adoption of ſons by Jeſus Chit, 


might enjoy the means of obtaining the inheritance 
which is. reſerved in heaven for them. It was for 
1 the gathering together all things i in Chriſt; fot the 


perfecting of the ſaints, for the edifying of the bo- 
dy of Chriſt, till they all come in the unity of the 


faith, and the — + Ai of the Son of God, unto 
| 2 perfect man, unto the meafure of the ſtature of - 
- = fullneſs of- Chriſt. In one word, it was for the 
great and godlike purpoſe of bringing many ſons 
unto glory, thereby illuſtrating and glonifying the 
| ee of the univerſal Parent. | 
Thus from this ſhort review it appears that 
Meſfiab's kingdom differs eſſemially from the king 
doms of the world in its origin, members, govern- 
ment, and ends of erection. This being the caſe, 
* follows, that it cannot admit of incorporation 
With any civil ſociety. or political aſſociation. The 
| church is catholic, compoſed. of all the faithful: in 
Cbriſt Jeſus ſcattered. abroad. over the face of the 
"earth; of the redeemed out of every kindred, tribe 
Aud nation; of all who in every place call on the 
name of the Lord Jeſus out of a pure heart, and 


. love him in ſincerity and truth. Theſe, and theſe 


* * 
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. of God in the erection of the Chriſtian 
church, was; that all thoſe whom he hath predeſ- 
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| "only, are e the children of the kingdom, and are a 8 


19 3 
- brethren, however LE be diſtinguiſhed from 
one another by birth, 3 complexion, edu: 
cation, ſtation, local ſituation, or other accidental 
cireumſtances. This is the church of Chriſt; and 
its catholic nature ſhews at firſt view that it cannot 
be thrown into any national or provincial mould. 
Vet in nations where the Chriſtian religion has been 
generally profeſſed, princes and ſtates have thought 
proper to interpoſe their authority, by attempting 
to give it a civil eſtabliſhment, which it is not capa- 
| ble, of receiving. For what in effect have theſe 
| Boaſted guardians of religion, and affectionate nurſes 
of the church eſtabliſhed; or can they eſtabliſh, 
that is, inforce by their authority | ? Not the ori- 
ginal plan of that grace which hath appeared unto 
men bringing ſalvation; that muſt ſtand on the ba- 
ſis of divine inſtitution, and its own intrinſic excel 
leuce; and it is calculated to be the religion of 
every man for himſelf voluntarily choſen and vo- 
luntarily profeſſed, on which its whole value and 
efficacy depend; not to be the religion of civil 
Communities, as {uch, and inforced by their authori- 
ty, for they are not capable of it. But on exami- 
nation it will be found that the civil powers (while 
they pretended to eſtabliſh Chriſtianity) have only 
eſtabliſhed peculiar forms of profeſſions, and partieu- 
L lar ſects of profeſſing Chriſtians, giving them an out- 
ward fanction, and granting them certain excluſive 
cĩvil privileges, and when thus imbodied nick- naming 
them the church. The church by law eſtabliſhed! 
What a pompous title! What a glorious priviledge ! 
How ſecure are they who are within her conſecra- 
ted pale! High is their dignity. They are the 5% 
Citizens, and the only Chriſtians! Worthy therefore 
of the civil patronage they receive. Their creed, 
na Tital, their „ their their 
"a 8 
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conſciences, are Ye ſtamped with: 3 great ſeal of 


civil aurhority! They have ſurely reaſon to rejoice 


that they are authorized to be Chriſtians, and that 
be have received a patent which warrants them 


ww worſhip their 9 Oh che ae Oh. HD 


the daring impiet ! 
From the catholic 1 nature c of Chrift”s 1k 3 it 


858 h that it cannot be incorporated With the 


Kingdoms of this world. It cannot be incorpora- 4 
as à whole, and if it cannot be incorporated as a 


whole, it cannot be incorporated at all. It cannot 


be incorporated i in parts, for it is one and indiviſible. 
Its external and vifible unity indeed may: be broken. 


It is broken by every incorporation. But its real, 
iaternal, and proper unity, cannot be broken, it is 
_ abſolutely indiſſolvable. There is but one body, 
and one ſpirit, which animates all the members of 


that one body. — As the kingdom of Chriſt cannot 
be incorporated with the kingdoms of this world, 


ſo no particular ſect of profeſſing Chriſtians can be. 
incorporated without prejudice t both to the religious, 
and civil intereſts of mankind. „„ 
I. Incorporations are ala to oth religious: 


inkereſts of mankind. By propoſing motives fo- 
reign to religion, by annexing civil advantages to 
the chartered ſyſtem, they tend to blind the under-» 


ſtanding, pervert the judgment, bias the will, and 
brive the conſcience, and ſo to deſtroy the very eſ-; 
fende off genuine religion. It is the peculiar glory 


and excellency of the Chriſtian religion, by which: 


it is diſtinguiſhed from every. falſe religion, that it 
ſolicits no foreign aid, that it propoſes no worldly: 


motives. Yea, it refuſes all foreign aſſiſtance. It 
recommends itſelf. By the evidence of its truth, 


— 


it gains acceſs to the underſtanding : by the mani 


8 at R e it faltens: Ke 
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eonvidions upon the n and in n onal 
and perſuaſive: way, it reduces its ſubjects into a 


willing obedience! to its laws. Hence ſays Paul, 
dhe weapons of our warfare are not carnal but ſpi- 
ritual, and mighty to the pulling down ſtrong holds, 


caſting. down imaginations, and bringing into cap- 


tivity. every thought to rhe obedience of the truth 
as it is in Jeſus. He and his brethren preached in 
demonſtration of the ſpirit and with power, becauſe 
kaving renounced the hidden works of diſhoneſty, 

not walking in craftineſs, or handling the word bo 


God deceitfully, but by maniicitation of- rhe truth 


_ they commended themſelves to every man's con- 
ſeience as in the ſight. of God. ut incorpora- 
tions commend" themſelves not to the conſciences, 


but to the luſts and paſſions of their votaries to 


their pride, their ambition and avarice. 


Again Ihe incorporating ſyſtem groſsly — 


preſents the religion of Jeſus.: It holds up a falſe 


mirror which mangles and diſtorts its every fearure. 


It hides its virgin beauty by waſhing it over with the 
harlot's paint. A mercenary and jefuitical prieſthood 


pronounce the form truly divine. The credulous 
multitude give implicit credit to their ghoſtly teſti- 
mony.—It appears ſtrange that ſo many who have 
the Bible in their hands ſhould be ſo blindly attach- 


ed to incorporated churches, but our wonder ceaſes 


when we conſider, that from their earlieſt years they 


bave been taught to imagine, that a church cannot 


have à proper exiſtence without a civil charter. 


Notwithſtanding the great progreſs ef light and 


knowledge, this prefudice is {till far from being re- 
moved. Even the boaſted humility of pre ſby tery 
has not been able to eradicate it. So grofs is the 
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erftition and fo great are the prejudices of not a 
1 chat try hefrrate not to call the. chartered 
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ms Nat in corporations deſtroy 
ing ſome above the reſt. What is the natural ten- 


* . 


A . on 4 1 
chuch 1 1 church. Even diſſenters e 


not help expreſſing their regard for her that bare 


them. It mult be confeſſed that there. is ſomething 
very attracting in an inchrporated church to one 
ho is ignorant of the ſpiritual conſtitution and ge- 

vius. of Meſfah's kingdom, and who derives his 
faith, by inheritance 22 his father, or builds it 
upon a manufac creed, the chief corner · ſtone 
of every incoxporatcd church. 


* 4 
- o . 


Ones more —Incorporations create Knie. Ee 


rx; incorporation is a ſchiſm, as it makes every na- 


tional church an independent detached part Which | 


can .have no communion with other parts of the 


ame body. They ſow diſcord among thoſe who 


are brethren, and quench the flame 


that Chriſtian, charity which is the bond of per- 
fectneſs.—Chriſtians are all brethren; and ona 


perfedt- level as to the priviledges of Chriſtianity. 
this equality by — 


denen of rhis, but to obſtruct their Chriſtian fellow- 


ip, aud te keep chem from dwelling together in 
wie as brethren? As therefore every incorpo- 
rated church is ſchiſmatical in its very. conſtitution, 

every. conſcientious and enlightned Chriſtian ought 


to withdraw, and will withdraw from their com- 


munion, as by continuing, they muſt continue ſup- 
Porters of ſchiſm. Miſtake me not. It is not ar 


all my intention to inveigh againſt individual mem- 


bers ot national churches... 1 can allow them large 
diſcount for the prejudices of education. I can re- 
cognise them as Chriſtians, though not as being 
incorporated. If they build their Chriſtian cha- 
_ rafter upon that foundation, I own them not as 


brethren, nor with them God's ſpeed.—At the ſame - 
ume WIPES wil ge vedic when Lf f that Lam 
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not fo partial to diffenters as to juſtify Mete in in 
thing. Their diſſenting is right, provided they dil 
ſent upon juſt and Chriſtian principles. But this 1 
fear cannot be ſaid of chem all. While ſome diſſent 
From principle, donot many diſſent from ſpleen, whim 
and caprice? This is notorious, particularly in the 
caſe of parochial revolts. A perſon is preſented to 
be their paſtor, in whoſe nomination they have not 
been acknowledged. Their pride riſes, and they 
will not receive the baſe intruder. Do you alk their 
reaſons for refuſing him. They anſwer, becauſe they 
have not had their choice. Right. Chriſtians ſhould 
not tamely ſubmit to ſuch ſervitude, but ought to 
ſtand faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made 
them free. Chriſtian ſocieties have an undoubted 
right to chuſe their own officers. But do diffenters 
always view the matter in this light, as a bg 
right and priviledge, and as a duty incumbent'r 

them to exerciſe that right! ?. Do they feel the wh 
thority of Chriſt enjoining them to do ſo? Or, do 
they not rather often wiſh only to have their own ' 
will? They find fault with patronage, not on account 
=” the thing, as ſubverſive of the authority of Chriſt, 
but on account of the preſentèe or ſome circumſtance ' 
in his nomination. So, not being able to get the 
object changed, they fly off in a fit of paſſion to a 
aifſenting intereſt, not that they may obſerve the 
inſtitutions of Chriſt, having their conſciences ſub- 
jected to his authority but that 7 wy may have their 
own will. They learn the particular ſhibboleth of 
the ſect, and become clamorous partifans, and ſtaunch 
in their cauſe till their will is croſſed, when perhaps 
they run off to a new party, and ſer. themſelves to 
e newſhibboleth. Likethe primitive par- 
tiſans in the church of Corinth, they take their fide, 
und rank themſelves * — the banner of What 
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E a ** me orthodox party, and now the 
- moltof'their religion is made to conſiſt in being able 
to contend for the faith by repeating the articles of 


; à cxecd, a confeſſion, ora teſtimony. Melancholy 
truth!— Let all this miſchief is ultimately to be 


cCharged to the account of the incor rating ſyſtem, 
by which theſe very revolters were taught at firſt io 

55 en the authority of Chriſt in his kingdom. 
+» Thus ancorporations remove religion from its pro- 
1 Haſis, miſrepreſent Chriſtianity, ſupplant the au- 
thority of Cheil, deſtroy Chriſtian equality, extin- 

Zuiſh brotherly love, and tear the church to pieces. 
Tho l think I have uttered nothing but the words 


(ob woch and ſoberneſs, I am not eqſident thackthey 


Will reach conviction to the minds, or ſhut the mouths 
oß the abettors of incorporations. Strong is the 
power of prejudice, and difficult to be conquered 
even by att ingenuons mind. It is often proof againſt 
- the faireſtand-moſt ſolid reaſoning. But as facts are 
ſtubborn things, which ſpeak for themſelves, and 
are not eaſily contradicted, I would aſk the advocates 
Kincerporadons this; yes queſtion—What was he | 
r „ 
125 3 It is the great error of W all aifſintiog Fake 
that in the formation of their churches, they, do not ſearch 
the ſacred records to ſee the plan of the primitive churches; 
but make the national churches from which they ſecede, 
their grand model, with the exception of thoſe things in 


N | | ___ - them which they have felt as grievances. So not tracing 


vpe effects to their proper cauſe, they make the matter 
bd little Better. It is a patched work at the very beſt, and 
every nom and then muſt get a new clouting.— Men can 
do. nothing. to the purpoſe either in political or religious 
reformation er to firſt principles, and pay little 
attention to eſt ed ſyſtems, even tho' they may have 

been reared by the wiſdom, and cemented by the blood 
5 their fathers. Men as rational creatures ought to think, | 
and kr Bi and Judges and act for themlelves. e SHOE + 


3 x : . 1 : 
_- | IS 
1 \ 1 : 
+ s 


1 


__ reaſon bar during the three @ſt cehturles When 
Chriſtianity was without auy kind of civil eſtabliſh- 
ment, that it not only - exiſted,” but flouriſſed and 

trinmphed: but immediately upon irs receiving an 

eſtabliſhment from Conſtantine, that it declined, 10 
that it has never yet recovered its priſtine glory? Let 
incorporators anſwer the queſtion fairly, and] leave 
idem to make the beſt — ae Ons their 


a | 1 ſaic x 
ad. That incorporations are prejudicial to che 
3 civil intereſts of Oele tt... . 


Ihe political ſyſtem, wherein che-chineh und dard * 
are blended in one conſtitution, being built on a 


foundation different from hat on which civil ſociety | 


_ reſts; mult be prejudicial to its intereſts. By requir- 


ing more than is neceſſary to anſwer the ends of 
civil aſſociation, it ſo far defeats theſe ends. By in- 
vading the rights of conſeience, which is ſubſect only 
to God, it provokes reſiſtance, and thereby tends 
to diſturbs the peace of ſociety. Confciencè muſt 
be exempted from human juriſdiction, becauſe its 
ends, offices and intereſts in our nature are ſuperior 
to all the ends of civil aſſociation, and ſubjecting it 
to the power of man, is inconſiſtent with the very 
being of religion. When therefore eivil government 
inte meddles with conſcienits, it goes out of its own 
ſphere, and purſues what is alien to the ends of its 
ee 3. of dab zence it does what tends to. un- 
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| ® The ry ws ac eee lb even thoſe" 
diſtinguiſhed for the greateſt orthodoxy and ſoundneſs, 
proves that the declenſion of Chriſtianity, upon its re- 
_ ceiving a civil eſtabliſhment from Conſtantine, was not 
an accidental thing. It has been uniformly the caſe.— 


And this uniformity naturally leads us to conſider the! in- 
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büge nell. The _ of this obſervation is am ply 


confirmed and illuſtrated by the hiſtories of all nati- 
ous where church and ſtate "Ruta been blended in one 


_ conſtitution. - They have been ſplit into religious 


factions, which. by. their - contemtions have rent 
mighty empires aſunder, demoliſhed thrones, diſ- 

jointed governments, bathed the ſword of perſecu⸗- 
tion iu the blood of the righrequs, and carried deſola- 
tion tchroꝰ the earth. The hiſtory of our own coun- 


_ uy; can well atteſt the melancholy truth. Yet after 


all theſe mournful and dear. bought leſſons the ſy- 


_ em ſtill remains. One claſs of citizens, becauſe 
wb cannot make conſcience truckle to ſtate prieſt- 


tare robbed of theirjuſt rights: while another 


_ nas, Who make no bones of ſwallowing the incor- 


xared creed, are allowed to fatten on the ſpoils of 


5 other. —Invidious diſtinction! Baneful effect of 
this antichriſtian ſyſtem! In the name of common 
hBauoneſty why ſhould there be ſuch unjuſt partiality ? 
Dog got equally worthy and virtuous citizens to 

=_ — protected and countenanced? Be wiſe, 


Oe kings, and be inſtructed ye judges of the 
_carth. It is your office to do juſtice.—Not to bear 
_ the ſword in vain, but to be a terror to evil doers, 
and the. praiſe of ſuch as do well. All who fulfil 
their civil obligations to ſociety are entitled to your 
nrotection and encouragement ; but remember, that 
God only is lord of the_conſcic 
to all who would invade his prercgatve . 
16 mine and I-will r | 
A co alliance of church and ſtar is an infti- 
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nee, and that he ſays 


6 


Second — certain orders of n men 
| have a peculiar intereſt in their alliance. 

highly approve of David's reſolution, and rec- 
ben it worthy of univerſal imitation, I will keep 
. my mouth with a bridle while the wicked is before 
me - yet though it ſhould give partial offence, I 
frankly confeſs that the venerable and deified cha- 
racters I have in my eye are the prince and the 
ptieſt. Now the crown may happen to precede 
the mitre then the mitre may precede the crown 
but which, precedes, the prince or the prieſt, the 
alliance is the fame, formed and maintained for the 
| ſame ends, and productive of the ſame effects. The 
Rs is carried on for their] joint intexeſt, 
and each by performing his proper part neceſſarily 
promotes the common good. To ufe a trite and 


homely phraſe, the trade is carried on by working 


to one anothers hands. The prince commands his 
ſudbjects under the pain of civil penalties and forfei- 
tures to hearken to the prieſt.e The prieſt in return 
preaches ſubjection to the prince under pain of ec- 
clefiaſtical, and it is well if not of, eternal damna- 
tion. The prince is all religion. he prieſt is all 
. loyalty. —The nation is involved in War. The 
prince proclaims a faſt. The prieſt re- echoes Ins _ 
cordial amen; implores the God of battles to crown 
the heads of the royal army in the day of battle; 
lectures his flock on the head of ſubjection to the 
powers that be, and ſtrives to dragoon recruits into 
the ſervice by his pulpit harangues, or to cajole 
them into it with the promiſe of uſiug his intereſt 
for them at a throne of grace In reward of 
ſuch important ſervices to the ſtat the prince, 
ever ready to mark and faithful to reward ſter- 
ling merit, fecures the faithful prieſt in his tythes 
or pe > perhaps 3 augmenkatjon, £ or re- 
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moves Tru to hs part of. his Lord's vineyar 
where the ſphere'of his uſefulneſs may be more ex- 
tenſive But to be ſerious.—By means of the alli- 


dance, the deſpot finds he is better able to fwell the 
Prerogative of the crown, and eccleſiaſtics find they 


are better able to glut their avarice and ambition. 


They have the ſame object in view to enrich 
themſelves with the ſpoils of the people. Accord- 
ing to contract, the prieſt helps the prince to ed li- 
leck his taxes: and the prince helps the prieſt to 
collect bis tythes.—Taxcs and tythes = theſe are 
the things which cement. this bleſſed alliance But 
While evil government and religion are thus proſ- 
ritated to the vile defigns of ambitious princes and 
f aſpiring prieſts, the real ends of both are de- 
| feated; the civil and religious intereſts. of ſociety 
Are ruined; all that! is dear to man as a focial be- 
is gone; and he has himſelf to thank for it in 
allowing mieufelf to be duped by. the ee, alli- | 


0 ance of church and ftate. 


From the evidence that has 38 Aae, at 
church and Rate being diſtinct, and of the intrnſt- 
Which prince and prieſt have in their alliance, com- 
mon ſenſe is at no loſs to draw the infereuee I hat 
the ſame motives influence them in ſupporting it, 
Which actuated Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, When 
he ſet up the golden calves of Dan and Bethel. 
I is tho much for you to go up to Jeruſalem: this 
Was the pretext. But the true reaſon was, leſt by 
going to Jeruſalem, they ſhould have returned to 
Rehoboam' king of Judah. his, ſay the alli- 
atters, is the beſt form of government, on which 
wildom his expended all her ſtores.— This is the 
pureſt religion, the very religion f Jeſus; 1 your : 
civil and religious intereſts are united in one conſſi. 


ration, and ft is not good for 50, O people, kat 
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it Med be otherwiſe. Plauſible pretext! Ute 

ous device! But let not moderns appropriate the 
whole glory to themſelves :* let a juſt tribute be 
paid to the memory of Jeroboam ta whom they 
are indebted for ſack a. glorious precedent. And 
Jerobuam ſaid in his heart, Now ſhall ths. kingdom 
return to the houſe of David - if this people go up to 


du ſacrifice in the houſe of the Lord at Feruſalem, - 


then: ſhall the heart of the people turn 2 unto 21 
lord, even unto Rehaboam king of 7 
ſhall kill me, and go again tu Reb 
dab. Whereupon the king took. on pin mads 
aus calves of gold, and ſaid unto them, It is tua much 
for you to go up 16 Jeruſalem : . behold thy. gad, O V. 
| Fang wobich' brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 
| What reaſon ve the friends of human nature 
to weep for its degradation, when they behold the 
nations falling down and worſhipping the calves! _ 
Muſt they not devoutly wiſh, and fervently pray. 
that the curſed alliance were broken, and that the 


NET miſerable captives were delivered, that ſo the civil 


empire of man, and the religious empire of God 
might be eftabliſhed in the earth. Then might we 
expect to ſee the heathen deities bow at the feet of 
Jeſus of Nazareth, the koran drop from the hand 
_ of the falſe propher-; and the ſcattered ſons of A. 
braham collected to the ſtandard of him whom their 
anceſtors rejected with- ſovereign contempt. 'Fhen 
would wars ceaſe unto the ends of the cartli—the 
| ſword be beaten intothe plough-ſhare, and the ſpear 
_ © mtothepruning-hook.. The envy of Ephraim would 
depart, and the adverſaries of Judah be cut off; 
© Ephraim would not envy Judab, nor Judah vex 
Ephraim: but liberty, 3 righteouſneſs 
and happineſs reigning univerſal and triumphant in 
the _ the church of God in ons * chorus 


/ 
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don ſhout and ſg, Hallelu x 
: omniporent reigneth. 5 
The ſigus of the times ct not a 8 2 
"44 th as are careful in diſcerning them cannot but ſee 
of the finger of God in them. Oh that men would 
_ praiſe. the Lord for his goodneſs, and for his won- 
derful works to the children of men! Let them ex- 
alt him alſo in the congregation of the people, and 
praiſe him in the aſſembly of the elders. He turn- 


. bor we Lord Got 


5 eth rivers into a wilderneſs, and the water - ſprings 


anto dry ground: a fruitful land into barrenneſs, for 
the wickedneſs of them that dwell therein. He 
turneth the wilderneſs into a ſtanding, water, and 
dry ground into water-ſprings, and there he maketh 
| =_ WE. to dwell, that they may prepare-a city 
for habitation ; and fow the fields, and plant vine- 
| yards, which may yield. fruits of increaſe. He blef- 
ſeth them alſo, ſo that they are multiplied grearly, 
and ſuffereth not their cattterto decreaſe. Again they 
_ are miniſhed and brought low, through oppreſſion, 
" affliction, and ſorrow. He poureth contempt upon 
Princes, and cauſeth them to wander in the wider- 
dels, Where there is no way. Yet he ſetteth tha 
poor on high from afflition, and maketh him fa- 
milies like a flock. The righteous thall ſee i it and 
rejoice; 3 and all iniquity ſhall ſtop her mouth. 
Whoſo is wiſe, and will obſerve theſe things, even 
they. ſhall underſtand the loving kindneſs: of the 
Lord.“ The ſtorm may be very furious. Deſpots 
may combine and fight it out to the laſt. But the 
Lord . let the earth rejoice, let the multi- 
_ rude of iſles be glad thereof. The world ſhall be 
| eſtabliſhed that it ſhall not be moved, he ſhall judge 
the people righteouſly. Let the heavens rejoice, 
and let the earth be glad, let the ſea roar and the 
fulneſs thereof, let the field be joyful and all that 


3 ind FS 
is 7: chin : Then Kat all the trees * the FD te- 
joice before the Lord, for he cometh, for he com- 
eth to judge the earth; he ſhall judge the world _ 
| with righteouſneſs, and the people with his truth. . 

—*< Amen, even ſo come Lord Jeſus!” © _ 
In concluſion—Let us be careful my friends, to | 
E approve ourſelves good and worthy citizens by yield- 
ing due obedience to lawful authority, and by con- 
rributing to the ſupport of regular government. 
Regarding magiſtrates as God's miniſters in the civil 
department, let us be faithful in rendering to all 
their dues : tribute to whom tribute is due, cuſtom 
to whom cuſtom, fear to whom fear, honour to whom - 
honour. Let us alfo be no leſs careful ro approve 
_ ourſelves genuine Chriſtians, by a ſtrict and con- 
 ſcientious regard to the authority of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and by walking in all the ordinances and command- 
ments of the Lord, blameleſs. In one word While 
we endeavour to fill up our preſent ſtations with 
fidelity, 1 with propriety, with uſefulneſs; let us at the 
ſame time give all diligence to make our calling and 
election ſure, that ſo in due time an entrance may 
be miniſtred unto us abundantly into the everlaſti 


kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 225 * i 
Amen. a . th | | 
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